: r-  -x 

' * . i -l-  . „ 

SECT.  II. 


MEDICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


i. 

SuppreJJion  of  Urine  and  Stools,  occafioned  by  the 
Retrover/ion  of  the  Pregnant  Uterus,  which 
terminated  Fatally.  By  the  late  Dr  Rofs, 
Phyfician  at  Hamburg.  Communicated  to  Dr 
Duncan,  by  Dr  James  Carmichael,  Port- 
Glafgow. 

AMiDDLE*aged  woman,  lean,  of  a weakly 
habit,  faid  to  have  been  formerly 
liable  to  a prolapfus  of  the  vagina  or  uterus, 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  to  be  now  feventeen  weeks  preg- 
nant for  the  firft  time,  after  a fright  and 
lome  fatigue,  began  to  pafs  her  urine  with 
difficulty,  which,  fince  the  beginning  of  Ja-  jc, 

nuary,  gradually  increafed  till  the  28th,  when  Us 

there  was  a total  fuppreffion  of  urine  and  oUsi 
ftools.  I faw  her  for  the  firft  time,  Tuefda % 
the  29th  of  January,  in  the  evening  ; the 
belly  was  prominent,  hard,  circumfcribed,  re- 
fembling  a pregnancy  of  feven  months  ; fhe 
complained  principally  of  a pain  at  the  na- 
vel, which  Ihe  could  not  bear  being  touched  ; 
fhe  vomited  frequently;  clyfters  returned im- , 
mediately,  when  attempted  to  be  injedted ; 
the  legs  and  thighs  were  exceedingly  cede- 
matous.  On  examining  per  vaginam,  1 found 
/ the  pelvis  filled  with  a tumor,  which  fcarcely 
left  room  for  a finger  to  pafs  between  it  and 
the  ofla  pubis ; I could  not  reach  the  os  ute- 
ri ; the  meatus  urinarius  was  fo  far  retraced, 

A that  it  was  difficult  to  introduce  a flexible  ca- 
theter, which  could  not  be  puflied  over.  The 
1 tumor  in  the  pelvis  felt  as  if  containing  a 
) fluid  ; on  preffing  it  back  from  the  fymphyfis 
pubis  ; the  urine  gufhed  out.  I continued  in 
! that  manner  to  free  the  urethra  from  the 
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compreffion  of  the  tumor,  till  a very  confider- 
able  quantity  of  urine  was  difcharged  by  in- 
terrupted gufhes  ; the  woman  was  much  re- 
lieved, the  belly  became  foft  and  flattened  , 

I could  now  juft  reach  the  os  uteri  with  the\ 
tip  of  a finger,  at  the  upper  part,  or  above 
the  fymphyfis  pubis.  The  orifice  of  the 
urethra  coming  now  in  view,  and  the  parts 
being  more  relaxed,  I attempted  again  to  in- 
troduce the  flexible  catheter,  but  in  vain ; it 
would  not  go  in  above  two  inches,  and  requi- 
red fome  force  to  withdraw  it,  as  from  a ca- 
nal narrowed  by  fpafm  or  otherwife.  I now 
concluded  the  fwelling  of  the  belly  to  be  from 
the  diftended  bladder,  and  that  the  pelvis  was 
filled  up  with  the  retroverted  uterus. 

The  tumor  in  the  pelvis  being  now  fome- 
what  lefs  tenfe,  I made  an  attempt  to  reduce 
what  I took  to  be  the  uterus,  to  its  natural 
lituation,  as  directed  in  Lond.  Med.  Inqui- 
ries, vol.  iv.  and  v.  but  without  fuccefs.  By 
prefling  upwards  in  the  vagina,  I could  raife 
it  as  high  as  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  but  could 
not  bring  down  the  os  tincae  ; the  tumor  was, 
therefore,  foon  forced  down  again  into  the 
pelvis,  probably  by  the  prefllire  of  the  blad- 
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der,  only  half-emptied.  Whilft  the  uterus 
was  raifed,  perhaps  the  catheter  would  have 
paffed.  During  my  attempt  to  raife  the  tu- 
1 mor,  I thought  I could  obfcurely  perceive  the 
embryo  in  it,  through  the  parts  now  a little 
relaxed.  I did  not  continue  my  endeavours 
long,  the  woman  being  exceedingly  refrac- 
tory and  unwilling ; though  encouraged  by 
Dr  Janilh,  a practitioner  of  midwifery,  and 
by  a furgeon,  who  were  prefent.  Next  day, 
fhe  continued  to  vomit ; the  urine  and  ftools 
were  fupprefled,  but  Ilie  obftinately  refufed 
every  kind  of  afliftance,  except  glyfters,  which 
did  not  pafs  beyond  the  obftructing  tumor, 
and  the  letting  the  contents  of  the  pelvis  be 
prefled  backward,  to  allow  fome  urine  to  be 
difcharged  by  the  urethra. 

Thurfday,  the  fame. 

Friday,  the  fame  fymptoms  and  refolution. 
I again  relieved  her,  by  letting  a confiderable 
quantity  of  urine  flow  oft';  but  fhe  would  not 
fuffer  the  catheter,  or  any  other  means,  to  be 
tried.  Dr  Buefch,' a practitioner  of  midwife- 
ry, who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  accompany  me 
fometimes  in  my  vifits  to  this  woman,  joined 
me  in  reprefenting  the  danger  of  the  bladder 
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burfting  or  mortifying  ; and  how  little  was  to 
be  expected  in  this  cafe,  without  the  affift- 
ance  of  art ; moreover,  that  it  was  perhaps 
the  lait  time  that  it  would  admit  of  a cure. 

Saturday,  the  2d  February,  when  I called, 
was  informed,  that  a midwife  had  helped  her 
to  pais  fome  urine ; the  abdomen  was,  how- 
ever, much  enlarged,  the  tumor  reaching  to 
the  fcorbiculus-cordis,  but  the  upper  part 
feemed  to  be  tympanitic.  She  complained,  as 
before,  of  a pain  at  the  navel,  the  legs  and 
thighs  were  lefs  fwelled,  the  pulfe  natural. 
As  the  midwife  had  promifed  to  return  in  the 
evening,  I did  nothing.  An  olu.  phyfician, 
who  had  vifited  her  in  my  abfence,  told  her 
{be  would  get  better  when  fire  palled  half  the 


term  of  pregnancy,  and  advifed  letting  a mid- 
wife occafionally  raife  the  tumor ; this  fbews 
that  he  took  it  for  a fimple  defcent,  for  he  did 
not  examine,  perhaps  did  not  juft  at  that  time 
think  of  the  retroflexion. 

Although  1 had  declared  from  the  begin- 
ning, that  I would  accept  of  no  reward,  yet 
this  woman,  either  from  indifference  about 
living,  or  defpairing  of  recovery,  appeared 
now  little  defirous  of  my  attendance,  and  very 
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little  communicative  of  what  Hie  felt,  or  of 
what  pafled  in  the  intervals  of  my  vilits ; 

I determined,  notwithftanding,  to  fee  her  from 
time  to  time,  as  long  as  they  would  permit 
me,  curious  to  obferve  whether  nature  would 
be  able  to  relieve  herfelf,  and  in  what  way. 
The  child  cealing  to  live  and  increafe,  the  ' 
membranes  might  become  putrid,  and  fuffer 
the  liquor  amnii  to  efcape ; or  the  uterus, 
dillending  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the 
portion  funk  into  it  might  be  gradually  retract- 
ed. Befides,  I began  to  entertain  doubts  re- 
fpedting  the  contents  of  the  tumor  in  the 
pelvis  ; it  felt  like  the  diftended  bladder.  It 
might  poflibly  be  a procefs  of  that  vifcus 
which  had  defcended  behind,  and  perhaps 
was  felt  below,  and  partly  before  the  uterus, 
in  a w'ay  I could  not  account  for,  (it  is  well 
known,  that  there  are  various  herniae  velicte). 
The  tumor  did  not  give  the  refinance  to  the 
touch  which  I expedted  from  the  uterus ; nor 
did  I pofitively  know  how  far  the  uterus  was 
really  enlarged,  or  in  what  proportion  it  oc- 
cupied the  capacity  of  the  pelvis. 

Sunday,  3d  February,  the  woman  feverilh, 
abdomen  much  on  the  ftretch,  as  far  as  the 
Vol.  IV.  T fcorbiculus- 
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fcorbiculus-cordis.  The  diftended  bladder 
could  be  diftinguifhed  reaching  about  two 
inches  above  the  navel ; the  tumor  above  that 
was  alfo  fomewhat  circumfcribed,  and  felt 
tympanitic.  I let  fome  very  fetid  urine  run 
off,  by  preffing  back  the  tumor  in  the  pelvis ; 
but  it  foon  ceafed  to  flow  The  woman  aj  f 
peared  to  be  in  imminent  danger.  The  punc- 
turing the  bladder  above  the  ofia  pubis  was 
^ propofed. 

7^^-  ^0Ilc^ay>  l^e  4^j  has  paired  fome  urine 
/^Land  mucous  ftools ; abdomen  rather  lefs  dif- 
A#Tf<x--te nded ; not  feverifh ; the  fwelling  of  the  lower 
"^yj^extremities  quite  gone.  Had  more  active  ab- 
/4*<^rption  taken  place  in  the  bladder  and  ab- 
jC  jiomi nal  cavity,  as  well  as  in  the  extremities? 

\yas  the  fever  the  caufe  or  confequence  of 
'^^tfiis  ? Did  the  bladder,  perhaps  now  thicken- 
ing,  oppofe  more  reflftance  to  the  diftending 
force  ? 

Thurfday,  7th,  belly  lefs  fwelled,  the  upper 
part  not  tympanitic ; has  had  glyfters  with  ef- 
fect; and  has  repeatedly  got  rid  of  fome  urine, 
by  preffing  back  the  tumor  with  her  own 
fingers,  or  by  the  affiflance  of  the  other 
gentlemen,  or  midwife.  The  woman  attend- 
ing 
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ing  her  told  me,  that  the  redum  was  full  of 
hardened  foeces ; but,  on  examining,  I found 
it  to  be  only  the  tumor  preffing  on  the  rec- 
tum. I now  prefcribed  her  a laxative. 

8th  February,  has  had  feveral  ftools  from 

A 

tire  purge,  but  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  is 
fwelled  and  hard,  feemingly  from  the  diften- 
Con  of  the  bladder  only.  By  preffing  back 
the  tumor  in  the  vagina,  ffie  difcharged  fome 
fetid  urine.  The  woman  beginning  to  be  a 
little  more  tradable,  confented  to  a trial  with 
the  catheter ; the  one  I had  by  me  would 
bend  fo  as  to  form  a circle  of  about  two 
inches  diameter.  I gradually  puffied  it  for- 
ward about  a hand-breadth,  preffing  back  the 
tumor  at  the  fame  time,  yet  no  urine  came 
away  ; only  fome  drops  of  blood.  With  two 
fingers  in  the  redum,  I now  puffied  a little 
againft  the  tumor,  but  found  it  more  refilling 
than  before  ; perhaps,  from  the  bladder  being 
lefs  emptied.  The  catheter,  when  withdrawn, 
was  full  of  coagulated  blood.  She  has  feveriffi 
fits  every  night. 

This  woman  remained  feveral  days  follow- 
ing nearly  in  the  fame  lituation,  at  times  get- 
ting rid  of  fome  urine,  generally  in  the  way 
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often  mentioned  ; it  was  now  lefs  fetid.  She 
had  alfo  ftools  by  the  help  of  laxatives ; and 
being  now  lefs  diftrefled  with  pain,  could  fit 
up  great  part  of  the  day ; nor  did  the  belly 
fwell  fo  much  as  before. 

When  I vifited  her  the  13th,  found  her  ifc- 
■Verilh,  and  much  weaker.  She  exprefled  a 
defire  to  be  helped,  and  that  fhe  was  willing 
to  fubmit  to  any  thing.  I ftill  thought  it 
poffible  to  evacuate  the  bladder  through  the 
urethra,  and  imagined  the  failure  of  fuccefs 
the  fault  of  the  inftrument  I had  employed. 
Therefore,  now  prepared  a canula  of  flatten- 
ed filver-wire,  covered  in  a fpiral  manner, 
with  a Angle  fold  of  the  thinned  filk  ribband, 
one  third  of  an  inch  broad,  drawn  through  a 
faturated  folution  of  elaftic  refin,  which  dried 
immediately  ; the  canula  was  alio  feveral 
times  brufhed  over  with  the  varnifh.  This 
inftrument  was  fo  pliable,  that  I could  turn  it 
round  my  finger;  at  fame  time,  of  fuch  a 
iize,  that  it  could  not  eafily  double  in  the 
urethra. 

Next  day,  the  14th,  I introduced  the 
flexible  canula  with  the  greateft  eafe,  and 
drew  off  about  three  pints  of  urine.  The  blad- 
der 
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der  Teemed  to  be  quite  emptied.  I could  not 
yet  reach  the  os  uteri ; nor  was  the  tumor  in 
the  pelvis  fenfibly  leflened,  which  dill  felt  like 
a fluid  contained  in  a memb-  nous  cyd.  I 
now  placed  the  woman  on  her  knees  and  el- 
bows, with  two  fingers  of  the  right  hand  in 
the  rectum,  and  tw’o  of  the  left  in  the  vagina, 
prefled  on  the  lower  part  of  the  tumour, 
which  eafily  gave  way.  I raifed  it  flowly,  in 
the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  till  I 
could  feel  the  promontory  of  the  facrum, 
which  projected  more  than  ufual,  both  with 
the  fingers  in  the  red  uni,  and  with  thofe  in 
the  vagina ; by  which  I was  certain,  that  the 
uterus  was  raifed  quite  above  the  pelvis. 
With  the  two  fingers  in  the  vagina,  I now  at- 
tempted to  prefs  back,  and  bring  down  the 
os  tincae ; but,  as  it  made  not  the  lead  pro- 
jection, nor  was  the  orifice  open  enough  to 
admit  the  point  of  a finger,  I could  eff'eCt  no- 
thing; there  was  only  a plain  furface  to  a£t 
upon.  I,  however,  continued  thefe  endea- 
vours, at  the  fame  time  prefling  with  my 
right  hand,  fupnorted  by  an  affiftant,  on  the 
hypogadric  region,  in  a direction  towards  the 
pelvis;  by  degrees,  the  os  tinea:  elongated 
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like  a reprodudlion,  and  came  into  the  natural 
lituation.  It  was  longer,  fofter,  and  larger, 
than  in  the  unimpregnated  Hate.  During 
the  time  I prefled  on  the  belly,  and  whilft 
the  os  uteri  was  recovering  its  natural  pofi- 
tion,  fome  urine  was  difcharged  in  jets.  About 
five  minutes  were  required  to  raife  the  tu- 
mor, and  about  fifteen,  or  more,  to  bring  down 
the  os  tincse. 

Next  morning,  I found  the  os  tincse  in  the 
natural  fituation,  but  rather  more  enlarged, 
and  about  two  inches  long  ; which  feemed  to 
indicate  approaching  abortion.  I introduced 
the  common  female  catheter,  which  went  up 
with  fome  difficulty,  in  a dire&ion  towards, 
and  as  if  prefled  againfl,  the  parietes  abdomi- 
nis ; the  urethra  feemed  to  be  longer  than 
ufual.  There  was  but  a fmall  quantity  of 
whitifh  mucous  urine  difcharged  ; fome  fila- 
ments of  coagulated  lymph  came  away  on 
the  catheter.  She  vomited  frequently  a dark- 
coloured  fluff,  fuch  as  flie  had  thrown  up  a 
couple  of  weeks  before.  She  got  fome  of 
Riverius’s  draughts,  with  peppermint-water. 
When  1 faw  her  in  the  evening,  the  vomiting 
had  ceafed.  She  had  pafied  her  urine  volun- 
tarily the  natural  way,  but  was  very  weak ; 
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complained  of  a pain  in  the  throat,  probably 
aphthae;  pulfe  quick  and  fmall ; refpiration 
bad.  1 was  informed  next  day,  that  flie  mif- 
carried  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
died  at  feven.  The  child  was  nine  inches 
long,  of  a vivid  red  colour,  the  limbs  femi- 
tranfparent,  the  head  a little  flattened,  one  ^ 

fide  of  which,  of  a dark  colour,  perhaps  where ^ ^ ^ 
it  had  not  'been  expofed  to  the  air.  I was*^**^ 
told  that  it  came  by  the  feet,  that  the  upper^^^ 
parts  remained  long  in  the  vagina,  that  no 
difcharge  of  blood  followed. 

Although  the  preceding  fymptoms,  the  re- 
duction of  the  uterus,  and  fubfequent  abor- 
tion, removed  every  doubt  refpeCting  the  na- 
ture of  the  cafe ; yet  I offered  to  give  fom^ 
money  towards  the  funeral-charges,  if  they 
would  permit  me  to  open  the  body ; which 
was  then  refufed.  However,  the  1 8 th,  1 un- 
expectedly got  leave  to  open  her,  clandeftinely 
and  in  hafte. 

The  belly  was  flat  and  foft.  I made  an  in- 
cifion  from  the  fcorbiculum-cordis,  down  to 
the  ofla  pubis,  the  upper  part  of  which  pro- 
tracted the  cavity  ; but  from  the  navel  down- 
wards, the  containing  were  infeparable  from 
the  contained  parts.  The  abdomen  being 
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alfo  opened  tranfverfely,  the  object  which  firlt 
engaged  my  attention  was,  a duiky  red  flat 
body,  about  a finger  thick,  extending  from 
its  adhefion  to  the  peritonaeum  at  the  navel. 
About  two  inches  upwards,  it  had  fome  re- 
femblance  to  a very  large  placenta,  or  rather 
to  the  uterus  at  the  full  time,  fuddenly  emp- 
tied and  collapfed  ; but,  on  blowing  air  into  the 
urethra,  proved  to  be  the  bladder,  which, 
though  diftended,  retained  fomewhat  of  a 
flattened  form,  like  a Spa-water  flalk.  The 
omentum  was  contained  moflly  in  the  right 
fide  of  the  cavity,  irregularly  puckered,  thick- 
ened, tender,  of  a half-rotten  dirty  appear- 
ance. It  adhered  firmly  to  the  right  fide  of 
the  fundus  veficae,  where  perhaps  the  vefiels 
mutually  anafiomofed  ; at  leaft,  it  had  there  a 
founder  appearance,  and  from  thence  up- 
wards, for  three  or  four  fingers  breadth,  was 
flefhy  and  thickened.  A flexure  of  the  co- 
lon was  firmly  attached  to  the  pofterior  part 
of  the  fundus,  veficae,  the  fmall  inteltines 
flightly  fo  to  that  vifcus,  and  to  the  perito- 
naeum lining  the  mufcles.  This  fliews  pre- 
vious inflammation  ; and  hence  perhaps  the 
pain  at  the  navel.  The  external  furface  of 

the 
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the  ftomach,  and  of  the  tranfverfe  flexure  of 
the  colon,  were  ilightly  inflamed  : They  were 
both  much  enlarged,  but  neither  at  prefent 
diflended.  It  may  be  prefumed,  they  had 
occalloned  the  tympanitic  feel  mentioned 
above,  but  were  now  as  well  as  the  liver,  moftly 
c-overed  by  the  ribs  and  flernum.  The  blad- 
der was  now  laid  open,  from  the  fundus  down 
to  the  ofia  pubis : It  contained  no  urine,  was 
in  the  whole  extent  of  this  incifion  as  thick 
as  fole-leather : The  lower  pofterior  part  was 
alfo  thickened  and  flefhy,  but  the  back-part 
of  the  fundus  had  the  natural  appearance,  and 
was  only  about  three  times  as  thick  as  ufual: 
At  the  lower  part  of  the  incifion,  fome  white 
pus  iflued  from  between  the  coats  of  the  blad- 
der. I probed  this  little  abfcefs  with  the  fe- 
male catheter,  which  went  down  behind  the 
fymphyfis  pubis  : At  this  place,  it  was  eafy  to 
infinuate  the  catheter  between  the  coats  of 
the  bladder,  and,  by  moving  it  end  or  Tide- 
ways, to  feparate  them  to  any  diftance.  I cut 
off  about  a hand-breadth  of  the  fore-part  of 
the  fundus,  above  W'here  it  adhered ; this  was 
alfo  eafily  feparable  into  flrata  ; the  internal 
flratum  the  molt  eafily  drawn  off".  The  whole 

extent 
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extent  of  this  piece  was,  however,  not  a fimpie 
membrane,  for  externally  mufcular  fibres 
and  laceiti  were  very  obvious ; and  it  was  eafy 
to  infinuate  the  flattened  end  of  a probe  be- 
tween this  mufcular  layer  and  the  tunica  ner- 
vea,  covered  with  the  internal  cuticular  tunic, 
now  thickened  and  rough,  alfo  between  thefe 
two  laft,  and  to  feparate  them  a little  way. 
The  next  ftratum,  which  I eafily  detached 
from  the  above-mentioned  piece,  had  exter- 
nally a fomewhat  fmooth  furface,  but  inter- 
nally the  fame  mufcular  appearance  as  the 
laft  mentioned  ; therefore,  both  taken  toge- 
ther, only  conftituted  the  mufcular  coat,  al- 
though fo  eafily  divifible.  The  greateft  part 
of  the  thicknefs  ftill  remained  divifible,  though 
not  fo  eafily,  nor  to  the  whole  extent  of  the 
piece,  into  three  ftrata  of  a flefliy  appearance, 
and  plain  furfaces ; but  on  holding  them  be- 
tween me  and  the  light,  I could  fee  no  muf- 
cular fibres ; and  obferved,  that  thefe  ftrata 
were  not  every  where  equally  thick  : Beyond 
thefe  laft,  a thick  ftratum  of  fatty  gelatinous 
cellular  membrane,  covered  with  the  external 
peritoneal  coat.  I do  not  mean  that  this 
fliould  have  any  reference  to  the  accurate 
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anatomical  defcription  of  the  parts  in  a found 
bladder ; only  mention  what  was  obvious  to 
my  fenfes  in  the  morbid  date. 

The  bladder  had,  upon  the  whole,  as  well 
as  the  omentum,  the  appearance  of  parts  in 
which  there  had  lately  been  no  circulation. 
The  internal  furface  of  the  bladder  had  that 
appearance  which  the  epidermis  takes  when 
long  foaked  in  a watery  fluid  ; there  was  per- 
haps, in  the  lad  days,  no  fecretion  of  the  na- 
tural mucus  to  defend  it  from  the  urine. 
There  were,  notwithftanding  the  great  diften- 
fion  the  bladder  had  fo  long  fuflered,  no  in- 
equalities nor  facculi.  The  catheter  I ufed  as 
a probe,  or  to  feparate  the  ftrata,  took  on  im- 
mediately a copper  colour,  and  foon  turned 
black.  I palTed  a finger  down  through  the 
urethra,  as  far  as  the  external  orifice.  The 
canal  was  too  wide  to  be  filled  with  one,  but 
two  fingers  entered  with  difficulty  : It  was 
now  not  longer  than  ufual. 

The  os  uteri,  by  examination  in  the  vagina, 
was  not  very  readily  diftinguifliable,  being 
yet  open  and  relaxed.  The  uterus  retained 
the  natural  fituation,  was  contra&ed,  I fup'- 
pofe,  to  one  third  of  its  former  dimenfions, 

confidering 
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confidering  the  fize  of  the  foetus,  and  the 
quantity  of  water  requifite  to  give  fuch  a per- 
ception to  the  touch  in  the  vagina  and  rec- 
tum. It  retained  no  mark  of  having  been  re- 
flected. The  external  and  internal  furface, 
as  well  as  the  fubftance  of  the  uterus,  and  of 
the  placenta,  ftill  adhering  to  the  fundus  and 
pofterior  fide,  were  through  and  through  of  a 
beautiful  light  red  colour,  like  the  upper  part 
of  blood  expofed  to  the  air,  efpecially  the  ex- 
ternal furface  of  the  uterus.  There  was  not 
the  leaft  coagulum  contained  in  the  uterus. 
The  fubftance  of  the  uterus  was  about  a fin- 
ger thick.  It  appeared  to  be  every  where 
perfectly  found.  The  right  tube  was  turned 
down,  and  adhered  its  whole  length  to  the 
p rior  furface  of  the  uterus ; but  by  a con- 
nection too  firm  to  be  recent,  as  the  tube  did 
not  feenr  to  be  inflamed  or  gangrened,  was  in- 
deed full  of  coagulated  blood,  contained  pro- 
bably in  the  cellular  fubftance ; but  I did 
not  take  time  to  examine  it  minutely.  The 
angle  formed  by  the  lumbar  vertebra  and  os 
facrum  was  more  acute  and  projecting  than 
ufual. ' The  reCtum  appeared  to  be  found; 
but  though  empty,  was  more  extended  in 

breadth 
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breadth  than  ufual ; between  which  and  the 
vagina,  it  was  eafy  to  pafs  the  flattened  hand 
down  to  the  perihseum.  The  inteftines  were 
but  moderately  filled  with  air,  nor  did  there 
feem  to  be  indurated  foeces  contained  any 
where  in  them  ; but  I did  not  open  the 
ftomach  or  inteftines,  the  time  allowed  me 
being  elapfed.  There  was  only  about  a pint 
of  liquid,  fomewhat  purulent,  contained  in  the 
abdomen. 

Had  the  fy:uptoms,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
difeale,  been  more  carefully  noted,  the  com- 
paring them  with  the  morbid  appearances 
difcovered  by  difledlion,  would  have  rendered 
this  cafe  more  inftru&ive.  It  appears  in  the 
narration,  why  they  were  lefs  ftridly  attended 
to ; befides,  I had  at  that  time  only  one  prin- 
cipal objedt  in  view,  the  event;  for  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  woman’s  friends  did  not  leave  the 
lead  room  to  hope  for  permiflion  to  infpedt 
the  body,  fliould  flie  happen  to  die.  Still  the 
intelligent  reader  will  be  able  to  draw  fome 
inferences  from  the  few  data  fupplied.  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  urine,  for  the  laft 
week,  palfing  fometimes  of  itfelf,  (if  I have 
not  been  milinformed),  at  lead  in  general 

with 
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with  lefs  affiftance,  and  lofing  its  offenfive 
fmell ; the  bladder,  during  the  fame  period, 
although  it  had  loft  its  mufcular  contradlility, 
daily  refilling,  more  and  more,  the  diftending 
force,  and  gradually  occupying  lefs  fpace, 
fufficient  to  keep  down  the  uterus,  yet  ceafing 
to  obftruct  the  inteftinal  canal,  the  ftools 
therefore  coming  freely,  the  tympanitic  tu- 
mor difappearing,  the  osdematous  fwellings 
going  down,  while  the  abdomen  was  ftill  on 
the  ftretch,  the  uterus,  though  fo  long  retain- 
ed in  fuch  a pelvis,  and  containing  a child  of 
the  fize  mentioned,  and  being  fo  eafily  raifed 
after  the  bladder  was  entirely  emptied,  are 
remarkable  circumftances.  Was  the  urine 
retained  by  the  mere  preflure  of  the  uterus 
againft  the  widened,  perhaps  diftorted  urethra, 
without  the  fphinder  a&ing?  and  does  the 
extraordinary  dilatation  of  that  canal,  under 
this  circumftance,  when  more  or  lefs  freed 
from  compreflion,  account  for  the  large, 
though  interrupted  gullies  of  urine,  which 
was  fometimes  difcharged,  as  from  a wide- 
mouthed  bottle  only  thrown  on  its  fide,  but 
oftener,  with  force  and  noife,  as  if  from  a bore 
in  a full  calk,  alternately  Hopped  and  open- 
ed ? 
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ed  ? To  what  might  the  vivid  rednefs  of  the 
l'ubftances  of  the  uterus  and  placenta  be  ow- 
ing ? To  the  air  admitted  through  the  dila- 
ted parts  ? Or  was  the  circulation  continued 
for  fome  time  between  the  placenta  and  em* 
bryo,  after  its  body  was  expofed  to  the  air  ? 
I have  feen  the  heart  beat  in  one  of  that  fize 
upwards  of  twenty  minutes,  after  it  was  fepa- 
rated  from  the  mother,  although  it  did  not 
refpite. 

Had  this  woman  furvived,  the  bladder  ne- 
ver could  have  recovered  its  low  lituation, 
being  fo  firmly  attached  to  the  parietes  abdo- 
minis, as  high  as  the  navel.  Whether  this 
was  occafioned  by  inflammatory  adhefion  to 
the  peritonaeum  lining  the  abdominal  mufcles, 
or  to  that  membrane  where  it  is  refledted 
from  the  mufcles  to  the  fundus  veficae,  having 
been  drawn  upwards,  or  whether  it  was  la- 
cerated, as  obferved  by  Van  Doeveren,  1 did 
not  at  the  time  think  of  inveftigating ; but, 
from  what  1 can  recoiled!  of  appearances,  am 
inclined  to  afcribe  it,  in  a great  meafure,  to 
one  of  the  latter  caufes.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
it  was  very  evident,  that  a pundture  might 
have  been  made  into  the  bladder,  any  where 

between 
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between  the  offa  pubis  and  navel,  without  pe- 
netrating the  cavity  of  the  lower  belly.  This 
adhefion,  the  thicknefs  and  form  of  the  blad- 
der, demonftrate,  that  no  part  of  it  could  have 
been  in  the  pelvis ; the  feel  above  mention- 
ed was,  therefore,  a deception. 

The  duration  of  this  woman’s  experiment 
upon  herfeif,  for  fo  it  may  be  called,  was  by 
the  partial  relief  daily  afforded  her,  uncom- 
monly protrafted,  after  the  entire  fuppreflion 
of  urine  and  (tools  had  taken  place.  She  re- 
mained alfo  long  free  from  febrile  fymptoms, 
yet  the  refult  tends  to  leffen  our  confidence 
in  the  power  of  nature,  when  the  retroverfion 
is  complete,  and  fupplies  an  argument  againll 
procraliination  in  fuch  cafes. 

From  confrdering  the  nature  of  the  parts 
concerned,  and  obfervation  of  realcales,  it  has 
been  remarked,  that  the  retroverfion  may  be 
in  various  degrees ; therefore,  the  axis  of  the 
uterus  thrown  into  different  dir  eft  ions  ; fome- 
times  tranfverfe  refpefting  the  pelvis,  as  may 
be  judged  of  by  the  os  tineas  only  inclining 
to  the  fymphyfis  pubis:  That  the  fundus 
uteri,  in  other  cafes,  is  more  funk  in  the  pel- 
vis; in  the  worft,  is  down  as  low  as  the  pe- 
rineum 
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and  the  os  tincae  at  the  upper  part  of  the  fym- 
phoiis  pubis.  Is,  then,  the  method  propofed 
for  effecting  the  redudtion  equally  proper  in 
every  degree  of  retroverfion,  namely,  the  rai- 
ling the  fundus  uteri  by  means  of  two  fin- 
gers in  the  redtum ; at  fame  time,  pulling 
down  the  os  tineas,  or  upper  part  of  the  va- 
gina, with  two  or  more  fingers  of  the  other 
hand  ? By  that  manoeuvre,  the  rotation  of  a 
fpherical  body,  or  incomplete  retroverfion, 
may  be  effedted  ; but  when  the  fundus  uteri 
is  preffing  againft  the  perinaeum,  and  pufiiing 
out  the  lower  pofterior  part  of  the  vagina,  that 
vifeus  may  then  be  confidered  as  of  a longi- 
tudinal figure,  filling  up,  and  taking  the  form 
of  the  pelvis,  probably  wider  below  than 
above.  In  this  cafe,  the  fingers  piefling  on 
the  os  uteri  will  be  counteracting  thofe  in  the 
redtum  ; befides,  from  being  confined  be- 
tween the  offa  pubis  and  tumor,  they  can  at 
any  rate  do  little  good,  but  probably  much 
harm,  by  narrowing  the  fpace  the  tumor  or 
hernia  is  to  be  returned  through.  It  will, 
perhaps,  in  moft  cafes  of  complete  retrover- 
fion, be  bed  to  employ  both  powers,  that  is, 
the  fingers  in  the  redtum  and  in  the  vagina, 
Vol.  IV.  XJ  merely 
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merely  to  raife  the  uterus  quite  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  before  an  attempt  be  made 
to  bring  down  the  os  tines,  which,  by  the  at- 
tachment of  parts  to  the  offa  pubis,  will  be 
prevented  from  riling  higher,  and  mult  be- 
come the  depending  part,  when  the  uterus  is 
raifed  into  the  abdomen.  Befides,  the  mo- 
ving force  being  applied  to  four  different 
points,  will  be  lefs  liable  to  injure  the  reCtum 
and  vagina,  than  when  applied  only  to  two. 

I found  it  impracticable  to  follow  the 
rule.  James  Hooper,  Medical  Inquiries,  v.  5. 
could  effect  nothing  with  his  fingers  be- 
tween the  offa  pubis  and  tumor,  but  fuc- 
ceeded  by  pufliing  upwards.  I was  called  to 
fuch  a cafe  lalt  year.  The  woman  had  had 
children  before  : The  parts  were  fufficiently 
relaxed  to  admit  the  hand  into  the  vagina, 
with  which  alone,  after  the  urine  was  drawn 
off,  I railed  the  uterus  above  the  pelvis : She 
had  no  relapfe,  and  was  delivered  at  the  full 
time,  of  a living  child.  This  was  the  only 
cafe  i had  met  with  before,  and  was  not  fuU 
ficient  to  render  me  expert.  It  is  from  the 
management  of  difficult  cafes  that  people  ac- 
quire 
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quire  dexterity  : Unlucky  ones  give  rife  to 
the  mod  ufeful  reflections. 

The  above  hints  refpeCting  the  reduction, 
thrown  out  with  that  freedom  which  every 
individual  has  a right  to  exercife,  mud  dill  be 
confidered  as  merely  the  crude  conjectures  of 
one  who  acknowledges  to  have  feen  but  two 
cafes  of  retroverted  uterus ; and  only  means 
thereby  to  excite  reflection,  and  fugged  fome 
variety  of  procedure,  Ihould  the  edablifhed 
method,  from  any  particular  circumdance, 
feem  to  be  impracticable,  or  Ihould  it,  on  trial, 
prove  ineffectual. 
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Cafe  of  Uterine  Haemorrhage where  the  Pla- 
centa was  expelled  four  Hours  before  the 
Birth  of  the  Child.  By  Mr  John  Chapman, 
Surgeon , at  Amp  thill,  Bedfordjhire.  Commu- 
nicated by  Dr  Pearfon,  Phyjtcian,  London , 
F.  R.  S. 

Mrs  o , in  the  eighth  month  of  her 

pregnancy,  was  taken  in  labour  of  her 
fourth  child,  on  Sunday  evening,  about  nine 
o’clock.  I was  called  to  her  about  twelve 
o’clock,  and  was  informed  the  membranes  had 
been  ruptured  fome  time.  On  examination,  I 
found  the  os  uteri  dilated  to  the  fize  of  a crown- 
piece,  with  the  prefenting  part  laying  very 
high,  which,  from  its  rotundity  and  folidity, 
I concluded  to  be  the  head,  but  could  not 
difcover  either  fontanell  or  futures : The  pains 

were 


